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realistic tendencies. A chair of Greek had been estab-
listed at the University of Paris (1458), the College of
Trance had been founded (1530), and the Jesuit colleges
had begun to appear by the sixteenth century, and a
further enrichment of education took place through the
introduction of sciences in the seventeenth
Then just after the middle of the eighteenth century,
the revolutionary spirit began to manifest itself. The
Emile (see p 218) made its protest against the artificial
education of the times (1762); the Jesuits were sup.
pressed in France (1764); and, at the request of the
Parliament of Paris, a general plan for the reorganization
and centralization of education was presented by Holland
(1768) Up to this time little attention had been given to
elementary education, but this plan of Holland's, while
not adopted, did recommend the establishment of uni-
versal education and an adequate number of training
schools for teaqhers.
With the outbreak of the French Revolution, the
reforms became even more extreme. The Constitutional
Convention in 1793 abolished all the old educational
organizations, including the University of Paris and the
"colleges" or secondary schools. Then followed the
confusion of revolutionary legislation. Each of the three
revolutionary assemblies had its own scheme of popuk
education, and that of Daunou, formulated in 1795, amonj
other things introduced the idea of "central schools" t<
furnish universal secondary education. The year before
a system of department normal schools, with a highe
normal school at Paris, was also proposed.
During the consulate of Napoleon (1802-1804), &
"central schools" were replaced by the modern lycfa
and the communal colleges were likewise recognized a